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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 


“ List of State, County, Town and 

School Tax, for the year 1850 1611,89 
‘* Non resident ¢ tag td 276,34 
i Highway, 4 197,60 
** Cash received from State R. R. tax, 185,64 
** List School house tax for dist. No. 10, 4,89 


" = 4. 497, 06 
"} ,, Cash er from Co. of Rockingham, 277,00 

Luke Hoit, 4,02 
‘i Town of Windham, ie ra. 00 
a For use of Town house,10,00 
2 From Literary Fund, 82,00 
** Interest on Surplus Revenue, 207,60 


*« Surplus Revenue Notes, 
** Literary Fund Notes, 


The total amount of Funds chargeable to the Treasurer, for 


the year ending February 28, 1851, is - - $4123,67 


Viz: To balance in Treasury, Feb. 25, 1850 755,63 


4128,67 
3478,00 
635,60 


a ee 


827,27 


4 


EXPENDITURES. 

The whole amount pL Expenditures for the gar ending February 
23, 1851, is - - - - - - $3538,02 

By Paid Out Standing Orders, 515,38 

Schools, 792,27 

‘© «© Rockingham Institute, 15,00 

« «© Roads and Bridges, 254,07 

‘© «© School Houses, 322.67 

«c <¢ Abatement on tax Lists, 46,62 

‘* « Interest on Bills Payable, 116,52 

«© 6 "Town Officers, 239,73 

«ce State and County Tax, 712,25 

pe Os 460,69 
« «Incidental Expenses, 62,82 3538, 02 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, February 28, 1851, 585,65 
4123,67 
Amount of Surplus Revenue and Literary Fund notes, 4113,60 
8237,27 


ROBERT BOYD, 
AARON P. HARDY, >} Selectmen. 
WILLIAM W. GAGE, 


We have examined the vouchers for the foregoing account of re- 
eeipts and expenditures for the year 1850, and find them correct. 


ROBERT MACK, 
CALVIN BOYD, Auditers. 
SAMUEL GILCREAST, 


jes 


5 


APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Paid School District No. 1 $107,75 
No. 2 98,76 
No. 3 57,11 
No. 4 76,57 
No. 5 77,12 
No. 6 59,46 
No. 7 76,48 
No. 8 103,64 
No. 9 69,75 
No. 10 14,68 
No. 11 50,95 


Rockingham County Institute, 


Cee 


OUTSTANDING ORDERS FOR 1849. 


Paid A. P. Hardy, 300,00 
‘ Matthew Holmes, 207,38 
‘* John Morrison, 8,00 


‘é 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid J, Harvey for Bridge Plank, 24,48 
L. Page for Timber for Furber Bridge, 5,30 
Rowell & Spinney for labor on Bridge, 5,25 
A. P. Hardy, ye 2,25 
Jona. Brickett, ‘4 ss 1,25 
David Gooden for labor on Plummer bridge, 20, 00 
Caleb Gage for iron posts, "a 10.30 
William P. Richardson, iron posts, ‘* 13,65 
Luke Hoit, for setting 4s ‘§ 6,38 
J. Harvey for rails, af 8,00 
James Nevins for bridge plank, 5,00 
R. G. Usher, for spikes, ” 52 
L. Cutler, for plank and labor on bridges, 3,75 
John Alexander, for labor on bridges, 1,50 
D. G Coburn, for bridge plank, 4,69 
Elias Burns, for labor on How Road, 10,00 
For non-resident highway tax paid in labor,130,25 
Samuel Crowell, for moving wall, 1,50 


Amount carried forward, 


792,27 
15,00 


38,53 


58,33 


141,75 


1576,72 
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Amount brought forward, 1576,72 
FOR SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Paid District No. 4, 318,00 
FF pin: Re 10, 4,67 322,67 


ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


Paid Wm. A. Holmes, on resident list for 1850, 24,07 
‘€ do. do. School house list for dist. No.4,1850 11,52 
‘* do. do. 4 “Ol*o)) 1849 2a 
*« do. do. on resident list for 1849, 8,33 46,62 


INTEREST ON BILLS PAYABLE. 


Paid Town Treasurer on Town House, and 
Auburn Road notes, 97,18 
‘‘ A. P. Hardy on Town order, 18,00 
‘“ Wm. A. Holmes, on County tax, 1849, 1,34 116,52 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Warren Richardson for services as Mod.3 days, 4,50 
M. Holmes, 2 1-2 days with C. list and town act’s, 2,95 


“ig “ segetting ‘own accounts printed, 1,25 
Calvin Boyd 2 1-2 days with check list and pro- 
curing superintendant for alms house, 2,95 . 

D. G. Coburn, 2 1-2 days * 6 2,95 
Wma. A. Holmes, services as town clerk, 10,00 

# s¢ Collecting taxes for year 1850, 50,00 
Timothy G. Brainerd, 26 half days examining 

teachers and visiting schools, 13,00 
Timothy G. Brainerd, for making statistical and 

Town Reports of Schools, 5,00 
John Dickey, Jr., services as Superintending 

School Committee for year 1850, 8,50 
Stephen Pillsbury for 8 1-2 days examining 

teachers and visiting Schools, 8,50 
Robert Boyd, as select clerk, 8,00 

6 “© for services as selectman, 41 1-2 days, 48,97 

Wm. W. Gage, “ « 33 1-2 days, 39,53 
A. P. Hardy, ss 6 25 1-2 days, 30, 09 
Robert Mack, Calvin Boyd and Samuel Gil- 

creast, for services as auditors, each $1,18, $,54 289,73 


Amount carried forward, 2302, 26 
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Amount brought forward, 
STATE TAX. 


Paid State Treas’r State tax for 1850 298,20 


COUNTY TAX. 
Paid County Treas’r County tax for 1850 414,05 


TOWN FARM AND PAUPERS. 


Paid J. Patten for horse rake 9 33 
“ Caleb Gage for plough 7,50 
“ Stephen Pillsbury for harness 13,50 
“ Plummer & Gage for merchandise 9,64 
‘* Lewis A. McGregor saw bill 5,04 
‘¢ David Coffin for horse 65,00 
‘* Luke Hoit, one year’s salary 225,00 
ae ‘« for clothing 5,75 


TOWN PAUPERS OFF THE FARM. 
Paid Wm. Smith for taking care of Betsey 


Smith one year 20,00 
‘““ Plummer & Gage for coat and pants’ 

for W. Colby 2,00 
“ Town of Hudson for taking care of | 

William E, Robinson in 1849 76,29 
‘‘ B. Noyes for taking care of Lewis Lee 8,00 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Paid David Flanders for medical attendance 2,25 
‘* William H. Martin for medical attendance 1,50 
‘* Dan’! H. Batchelder for medical attendance 9,37 


INCIDENTAL EXPENDITURES. 


Paid M. Holmes for stationery for 1849 60 
‘« J. O. Adams printing town acc’ts for 1849 18,00 
“ Wm. W. Gage for lock for town house 2,00 
‘¢ Wm. H. Fisk for blank books 3,12 
‘“* Sundry individuals for horses and carriages 7,80 


Amount carried forward, 


2302,26 


298 20 


414,05 


341,28 


106,29 


13,12 


31,52 


3506,72 
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Amount brought forward, 


Geo. A. Brown stove for town house 
Dan’! Clark for Counsel 

James U. Parker for Counsel 

D. & 0).9). silark * " 


John Shipley for care of hearse house 
Wim W. Gage expenses to Exeter for 
County money 


Dan’! H. Batchelder for postage 


ce 


af 


‘“ R. Boyd for stationery 


11,00 
5,00 
2,00 
1,00 


F. D. Anderson copy of Londonderry charter 2,50 


1,25 


‘* Jas. Everton for cutting bushes in graveyard 1,59 


$506,72 


31,30 
3538, 02 


DEBTS OF THE TOWN COMPARED WITH LAST YEAR. 


February 28, 1850. 


To Town Treasurer, for Town House and 
Auburn road notes, 
A. P. Hardy, for old Orders, 
Matthew Holmes, outstanding orders 1849, 
John Morrison, 4 r 


Deduct am’t in hands of Treasurer, 


Amount of debt, February 28, 1850, 
February 28, 1851. 
To ‘Town Treasurer, for Town House and 


Auburn road notes, 
A. P. Hardy for old orders, 


Deduct am’t in hands of Treas. Feb. 28, 1851, 


Am’t of debt against the town, Feb. 28, 1851, 


Making $345,40 less debt than last year, 


1619,67 
600,00 
207,38 

8,00 

2435,05 

755,63 


1619,67 
300,00 


1919,67 
585,65 


ey 


167942 


133402 


345,40, 


TOWN FARM IN ACCOUNT WITH 


LONDONDERRY. 


To amount of invoice at farm, Feb. 1850, 


** due on account book, 


Paid for sundries, 96 
** Goods at Manchester, 1,30 
S. Flanders, for harrow teeth, 1,13 
work, 1,12 
For rum, salts &c., 43} 
Mrs. Plummer, for medicine, 5f) 
R. Dickey, for rye, 2,76 
Adams, for plaster, 1,75 
R. White, for pigs, 5,50 
4 peas, twine, &c., 72 
Mrs. Plummer, for medicine, 25 
Pedlar, for tin ware, 2,00 
J. Moore, for rye, 1,80 
For fish and molasses, 1,14 
Mrs. Plummer, for medicine, 75 
Manchester for Goods, 3,81 
do of 1,67 
Plummer & Gage, for hoe and hats, 76 
R. Dickey, for rye, 5,40 
Manchester for Goods and Express, 3,33 
R. P. Clark, for cow, 14,60 
M. Fellows, for mill beam &c., . 1,00 
Adams & Dickey, for rye, 4,50 
Manchester, for Goods, 3,93 
Plummer & Gage, for Goods, 4,43 
- * Rye, 5,53 
Cash for medicine, 95 
B. F. Gregg, for coffee, 2,50 
Baker for crackers, 1,00 
Sundries, 59 
Usher, for tea coffee and feeting, 2,37 
Mrs. Flanders, for D. Flander’s account, 3,75 
J. N. Anderson, for fish, 3,00 
Mending chain, 05 
Dr. Martin, for medical attendance to 
Lewis Lee, 22,30 
Town Treasurer, 4,02 
J. Brickett, balance account, 46 


Amount carried forward, 


THE TOWN OF 


DR. 
733,31 
20,95 


18 42 


10 


Amount brought forward, 


White & Flanders, for blacksmith work, 


R. P. Clark, for work &c., 

For cook stove, 

‘White & Boyce, for beef, 

J. N. Anderson, account for goods, 


Mosesifellows wy‘ ae (5) wel 
R. White, ‘6 és 6e 
J. S. Kidder & co.,‘‘ Th 
Plummer & Gage,‘ HWM ce 


D. Coffin, for horse, 

D. Patten, for rake, 

C. Gage, for plough, 

Pillsbury, for harness, 

Lewis McGregor, saw bill, 

Luke Hoit, for services on Farm, 
S. C. Haselton, for cow, 


, Balance in favor of Farm, 


ROBERT BOYD, 


AARON P. HARDY, 
WILLIAM W. GAGE, 


By rec’d for Produce and account, 
Labor-with team &c., 
Timber delivered at depot, 
Oats to Martin & White, 
Fitting shoes for Fellows, 
For horse sold to Pillsbury, 
Due on book account, 
From county of Rockingham, 
Town of Windham for board of Mr. & 
Mrs. Caldwell, 
Cowhide and calf White & Boyce, 
Fitting shoes for J. N. Anderson, 


Amount carried forward, 


865,72 


8,22 
3.81 

18,00 30,03 
6,07 

62,65 

43,54 

25,60 

12,93 


225,00 
12, 00 497 oo 


1409,80 


0 


Overseers 
the Poor. 


CR. 


11 ‘60 600,77 


600,77 


By 


i 


Amount brought forward, 


600,77 


PROPERTY AT TOWN FARM FEB. 21, 1851. 


8 tons of No. 1 hay, 
74 ‘6 9 73 
Oat straw and corn stalks, 
2 pairs oxen, 

5 cows, 

1 horse, 

3 shoats, 

17 bushels oats, 

3 bushels rye, 

65 bushels corn, 

12 barrells No. 1 pork, 
1; : 66 Q 66 
2 do Apples, 

3 bushels onions, 

125 Ibs butter, 

40 gall. soap, 

1 1-2 barrels cider, 

35 bushels potatoes, 
Vegetables, 

12 gallons vinegar, 

1 2-3 barrels beef, 

1-4 barrel lean pork, 
Lot candles and tallow, 
Fish and dried apples, 
1-4 barrel of flour, 

85 pounds lard, 

6 Piggies CP 

3 “ coffee, 
Sugar and molasses, ° 


Cranberries pickles, beans &c., 


1 stove, 
1 rake, 

1 harness, 
Ploughs, 


96,00 
75,00 
7,00 
165,00 
100,00 
65,00 
21,00 
7,14 
3,00 
65,00 
30,00 
18,00 
2,00 
1,80 
21,25 
5,00 
3,00 
17,50 
3,00 
1,50 
20,00 
3,00 
6,60 


13,50 
7,50 809,03 


1409,50 
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REPORT. 


Report of the Superintending Committee of Schools in London- 
derry, for the year ending March, 1851. 


GentTLemeN :—lIn closing their labors for the year, your Com- 
mittee on Education beg leave to submit to you the following re- 
port. 

One of our number, the Rev. Stephen Pillsbury, to whose 
hands the care and interest of the schools in this place have so 
often been entrusted, has been called away by death. He lJabor- 
ed with us in this work a part of the year only. 

In the discharge of our official duties we have examined both 
the Teachers and the Public Schools. A School has been kept 
in every district in town, both Summer and Winter, during the 
year, and each Teacher has been carefully examined in the stud- 
ies required by the Statute to be taught. 

The Schools have usually been visited, each one twice, during 
its term, near the beginning, and the close. 

To furnish you with some distinct view of particulars in re- 
lation to the Schools, we will speak of them in their numerical 
order, 

é DISTRICT NO. 1. 

The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Elis- 
abeth M. Hamblett, of Bedford. 

Miss H. is a thorough and efficientteacher, both in instruction 
and government of her School. Most of the scholars in atten- 
dance were quite young, 51, out of 52 of them, being under 14 
years of age. All the variety of classes and studies, however, 
that are met with in our Public Schools, were found here, and 
each study and class seemed to have received a fair share of the 
teacher’s attention. She possessed the happy faculty of despatch- 
ing business in the School-room without slighting it. ‘The older 
pupils were taught the Roman Numerals, the Abbreviations, and 
the Stops and Marks. All the exercises in the several classes 
were creditable to the scholars and the teacher, especially so, 
were the recitations in English Grammar and Morse’s Geogra- 
phy. 

The Writing Books appeared well. Quite a number of the 
Parents and others manifested their interest in the School by be- 
ing present at the examination, and also gave substantial proof 
of the estimate in which they held the services of the teacher, by 
employing her, after the close of the Public School, to teach a 
Private School six weeks. 


14 
Public School began May 27th, ended August 9th, continuing 


Weeks, 1] 
The whole number of Scholars in attendance, 52 
Average 6¢ 6c ts ¢¢ 40 
Wages per Month, $8,00 


Amount of money paid from the Town Treasury, $35,00 

The Winter School was taught by B. F. Wallace, Esq., of 
Bedford. 

This is the second Winter that Mr. W. has been employed in 
this district. As a teacher he has had very many years of expe- 
rience, and is a prompt active man inthe School-room, His 
School was numerous, rather too much so, to seat conveniently all 
the Scholars, even in the commodious new house built last year. 
But his fine tact in governing his School kept it in admirable or- 
der. he School. was well divided into many classes, yet, the 
teacher seemed to make such a disposition of his time as to have 
a place for every one of them. Fifteen different classes passed 
under review during the examination on the last afternoon of the 
School. All of them appeared well though it was not possible 
to devote so much time to the examination of each one as might 
have been desirable. Among those that excelled may be desig- 
nated the classes in reading, one class in Colburn’s Arithmetic, 
in English Grammar, first class in Spelling, and the class in Day’s 
Algebra. Great improvement was made in writing—copies in 
plain round hand—the Books neat, and great pains taken in 
forming each letter and connecting them into words. There 
were compositions read and pieces spoken in both the Summer 
and Winter Schools. Mr. W. remarks, a portion of the School 
has been very constant and regular in attendance and diligent in 
anudy; while another portion has been inconstant and irregular, 
std studied only when they could not help it, 

School began Dec. 2d, ’50, ended Jan. 25th, ’51, continuing 


Weeks, S$ 
Whole number in attendance on School, 67 
Average f 1 if 57 
Whole “¢ the district, O} 
Wages per Month, 225,00 
Amount of money paid from the Town Treasury, $72,75 


Several persons from the district and others testified their in- 
terest in the School by attending the examination the last day. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Mary 
E. Humphrey, of this town. 

Miss H. is an experienced teachér and discovers a good de- 
gree of efficiency and skill in governing and instructing her 
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School. At the examination, her scholars appeared in good or- 
der, and to have been well disciplined. This School came under 
the care of Mr. Pillsbury, and was visited by thesurviving mem- 
bers of the Committee only on the last afternoon. Mr. P. has 
left no memorandum of this School, so that we can only infer 
trom what we saw at the close of the School, that a fair progress 
had been made by the scholars in their studies. A class in 
English Grammar and one in Adams’ Arithmetic did much credn 
it to themselves at their examination. 


The School closed by singing some pleasant juvenile songs, in~ 
which many of the scholars joined, and by this exercise relieved 
the parting hour of its sadness. 


School began May 20th, ended August Ist, and continuing 


Weeks, 10 
Whole number of scholars attending School 45 
Average oy 3D 
Wages per Month, $8.00 
Amount received from the Town Treasury, $32,00 


Amount contributed in board. 


The Winter School in this district was taught by Mr. Enville 
J, Emery, of Nashua. 


Mr. Emery has had some experience in teaching and has tak- 
en much pains to qualify himself forthis employment. Hetaught 
a select School in town during the Autumn, and in that acquit- 
ted himself as a competent and faithful instructor, and gave en- 
tire satisfaction to his patrons. He did very well in the Public 
School, but not as well as in his Select School ; and we think he 
is better calclated to teach older and more advaneed scholars 
than younger ones who are just beginning their education. His 
government of the School was strict but not severe, and he main- 
tained good order. His aim was to make all his pupils under- 
stand their studies as far as they went, rather than to have them 
pass over much ground, in order to have the name of having pro- 
ceeded a long way in their studies. It perhaps rather discour- 
aged some of the younger scholars.to be obliged to take a lesson 
over and over until they had thoroughly mastered it. But we 
think that the mental habit, when once acquired, of doing things 
thoroughly, is of incalculable value to any person, and especial- 
ly to the young. All the classes on examination appeared very 
well; but particularly so, did the class in Morse’s Geography, in 
English Grammar and the first class in Adams’s Arithmetic, and 
in Spelling. ‘There was a class in Natural Philosophy, which 
appeared well at the begining of the School, but which, for want 
of time was not heard at the close, 


16 
The School began Nov. 17th, 1850, ended Jan. 2Qist, 1851, 


continuing weeks 9 1-2 
Whole number of scholars in pp eed es on School, 49 
Average 3 iu vi dl 
Whole number in the district, 

Wages per Month, $18,00 


Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, 66,76 
Amount contributed in board. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Mary 
C. Smith of Hudson. 

This was, we believe, Miss Smith’s first attempt at School- 
keeping, and we are happy to say that she succeeded very well 
in her undertaking. This has been for years past a pleasant or- 
derly School and such was its appearance when visited by the 
Committee. The classes in reading and spelling appeared re- 
markably well. Very many of the scholars were quite young. 
She paid considerable attention to the manners of her pupils. 
A good degree of inierest was manifested by the citizens of the 
district, some fifteen of whom visited the School. 

The School began June 3d, ended August 16th, continuing 


Weeks 11 
Whole number of scholars in attendance 28 
_ Average iy f \' 23 
Wages per Month, $6,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $19,00 
Amount contributed in board by the district, $ 16,50 


The Winter School was taught by Mr. Jonathan McAllister, 
of this town. 

Mr. McA. isa thorough and experienced teacher, and this is 
the third winter in succession that he has instructed in this dis- 
trict. ‘The School presented a very favorable appearance in re- 
gard to order and attention to study. All the classes had made 
good improvement in the several branches of learning pursued by 
them ; but some had done especially well; as a younger class in 
Colburn’s Arithmetic, an older class inAdams’s Arithmetic,a class 
in Morse’s Geography and a classin Day’s Algebra. ‘These clas- 
ses like some in districts No. 1,4, and 5, would have done cred- 
itin the examination they sustained to any Ete This 
School was a short but a good one. 

It began Nov. 4th, ended Dec. 14th, continuing weeks 6 


Whole number of scholars in Sitenidatiée on School, 37 
Average ce ce ce a4 oa 
Whole number in the district, 37 


Wages per Month, $20,00 


7 


Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $38,11 
Amount contributed in board by the district, $900 


DISTRICT NO. 4. (woopvzurn.) 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Elvira 
EF’. Cross, of Hudson. Perhaps it should be called the Autumn 
School, for it did not beging till in September. 

Miss C. has had considerable experience in teaching, and suc- 
ceeded well inthis School. Your Committee found under her 
care about 30 pupils, most of them quite young, in a commodi- 
ous and new brick-house—a perfect contrast to the old school- 
house. ‘The teacher possessed and exercised the ability both to 
instruct and govern her scholars. 

At the examination all the classes appeared very well. Spell- 
ing, Reading and Writing had been taught with correctness and 
care, and good improvement had been made in them. A class 
of little ones, who began with the Alphabet, were able to read 
and spell correctly in words of three sylables. ‘The classes also 
in Colburn’s Arithmetic, in Geography and Grammar had made 
fair progress in these studies. 

Several gentlemen and ladies from the district were present the 
last afternoon—twenty-one of them; thus evincing their interest 
in the subject of Common School Education. 

School began September 9th, ended Nov. 15th, continuing 


Weeks 10 
Whole number of scholars in attendance on School, ol 
Average a be Hy th 20 
Wages per month, $6,00 
Amount of money received from the Town treasury, $25,00 
Amount contributed in board, $15,00 


The Winter School was taught by Mr. Caleb Richardson, of 
Hudson. 

Mr. R. is also an experienced teacher, possesses a good 
knowledge of the various branches of learning required to be 
taught. He has also the faculty of communicating what he knows 
to his pupils and of interesting them in their studies. He also 
controlled and governed his school skilfully without having to 
resort to severe measures. All his classes appeared to have done 
ordinarily well, and some particularly well, as a class in Colburn’s 
Arithmetic, a class in Adams’s Arithmetic and Morse’s Geogra- 
phy, each of which had gone through with and reviewed their 
books, and made thorough work with their studies. The first 
class also in Spelling and Reading evinced a real enthusiasm in 
these fundamental branches, and had made marked proficiency 
in them. ‘The class in Grammar had not devoted the attention 
to the subject which it deserves and was not above mediocrity. 
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This district, in times past, has suffered very much in its educa- 
tional interests in consequence of a bad school-house ;. but it has 
now a good one, and the whole aspect of matters is changed.— 
Years ago it was remarked by your Committee that every thing 
which was necessary in this district in order to have a good 
sch ool, was to have a good house and a good teacher. The ex- 
periment of last-fall and this winter verifies the truth of this re- 
mark. For a more comfortable house, a more orderly and man- 
nerly school we do not wish to go into than was found in 
this district. ‘The older boys and girls had evidently studied with 
diligence, and they behaved themselves hke young gentlemen 
and ladies, and the teacher bore his testimony that such had uni- 
formly been their deportment throughout the school. Your Com- 
mittee can scarcely realize that this is the same school on which 
they made a report two years ago. 

School began Dec. 2d, 1850, ended Feb. 21st, 1851, continuing 


Weeks 12 
Whole number of Bc Haars attending School. 45 
Average 3 35 
Whole number between 4 aa 14 in the district, 48 
Wages per Month, $18,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $51,57 
Amount + contributed in board, 18,00 


DISTRICT NO. 5. (wurrrier.) 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Sarah 
H. Goodwin, of this town. 

Miss G. is an excellent scholar and possesses a good knowl- 
edge of the several branches required to betaught. She is young 
and has not yet had much experience in conducting a public 
school, but we think she will make a fine teacher. If in any- 
thing she failed, it was in not being quite strict and efficient 
enough in her government. ‘The school was composed mostly of 
quite young scholars. Correct instruction was certainly given, 
an the classes in spelling, reading, and Arithmetic appeared 
we 

School began June 3d, ended August 30th, continuing 
Weeks 13 


Whole number of scholars attending school, 31 
Average A Ay 22 
Wages per Month, $6,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $25,00 
Amount as contributed in board, $19,50 


The Winter School was taught by Mr. Jonathan McAllister of 
this town. 
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This School like the other one taught by Mr. McA., was well 
conducted both in respect to government and instruction. 

This continues to be one of the best Schools in town in re- 
spect both to orderly conduct and attention to study. The spell- 
ing of all theclasses was good—but particularly that of the young- 
er classes. The scientific principles of reading, joined with the 
ability of reducing them to practice, seemed to be better under- 
stood by the older scholars both in this school and in the one in 
No. 4, than is generally the case in our schools. A young 
class in Colburn’s Arithmetic evinced a good knowledge of their 
book so far as they had studied. A class of older scholars in 
Adams’s Arithmetic had made marked improvement, having gone 
through the book in a thorough manner. A young class of be- 
ginrers in English Grammar, exhibited a familiar acquaintance 
with the theory of that study, and parsed easy sentences correctly. 
An older class in Grammar appeared remarkably well. Two 
classes in Morse’s Geography, though neither of them had gone 
through with the book, yet they exhibited an accurate knowledge 
of what they had goneover. ‘The specimens of penmanship and 
the neatness of the writing-books in this school and in that of 
district No. 1. deserve high praise. 

School began Dec. 16th, ’50, ended Feb. 25th, 51, continuing 


Weeks 10 1-2 
Whole number of scholars attending school, 40 
Average . Ki ts 34 
Whole + ee in the district, 

Wages per Month, $20,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $52,12 
Amount contributed in board, $15,50 


DISTRICT NO. 6. (cornine.) 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Sarah 
A. Smith, of this town. 

The member of the Superintending Committee, who took 
charge of this school, is dead, and has left, in respect to it, for the 
information of the surviving ‘members only the following brief 
** memorandum.” 

“This school has done very well indeed; the larger scholars 
in particular in all the branches they havestudied. ‘The teacher 
has taken true pains and has showed herself to be a very able 
instructress.”’ 

The school began June 3d, and ended July 27th, continuing 


Weeks 8 
Whole number of scholars attending Schoo); vies 
Average i i 19 
Wages per Month, $6,00 


Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $17,00 
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The Winter School was taught by Mr. John Dickey, Jr., of 
this town. 


His term this winter was a short one, and great results could 
not reasonably be expected from his Jabors. ‘There were classes — 
in Adams’s, Colburn’s and Emerson’s Arithmetic, and Geogra- 
phy and Grammar. ‘The teacher, remarks of his scholars, ‘ I 
have had no difficulty in bringing them under proper restrictions. | 
They are generaly quiet and seem to appreciate the principle that 
genuine liberty must be regulated by law, They are quite as 
much given to mischief as to malice. There has not been mani- 
fested that zeal in study and that endeavor to acquire knowledge 
which are always pleasant to a teacher, yet, in this respect they 
may rank as high as scholars in general. Some have made lau- 
dable efforts in their studies ; but a select few have by their zndo- 
lence rendered fruitless any exertions of the teacher to impart to 
them any great degree of informatiou. ‘The moral habits of the 
scholars have been good, and there has existed among them more 
than an ordinary measure of kind and friendly feelings.” 

School] began Dec. 9th, ’50, ended Jan. 2st, ’51, continuing 


Weeks 6 
Whole number cf scholars attending School. 30 
Average 4 ry a 25 
Whole ‘f - in the district, 31 
Wages per Month, $18,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $42,46 
Amount st contributed in board, 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Euphe- 
mia D. Edgerly, of Manchester. 

This school was visited only by the Rev. Mr. Pillsbury, and 
had he lived he would probably have furnished for the annual re- 
port some definite information about it. But, as itis, al] that 
your Committee can now do, is to present pou with the brief re- 
marks which Mr. P. has leftin writing. ‘* This school has been 
very short and of course the scholars have made but little pro- 
gress. Most of the scholars are small children. Three schol- 
ars, the largest in the school, appear to have made very good im- 
provement.”’ 


Miss E. sustained an admirable examination in her studies, 
and gave so much satisfactian in the public school to her patrons 
as to be continued by them for 4 or 5 weeks in a select school. 


School began May 27th, and ended July 19th, continuing 
Weeks 8 
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Whole number of scholars attending school, 29 
Average 3 r, Hf 21 
Wages per Month, $6,00 


Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $25,00 
Amount contributed in board, 


“The Winter School in this district was taught by Miss Han- 
nah Jane Boyce, of this town. 

This school is not yet finished, and we are unable to make any 
further report concerning it.” 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


- The Summer School in this district was taught by Miss Caro- 
line Choate, of Derry. — 

Miss C. was active and diligent in the school-room, and en- 
gaging in her work with energy, was devoted in the performance 
of its duties. She possessed the very desirable qualification, es- 
pecially in the teachers of our summer schools, of instructing 
small scholars. 

The School at the closing examination made a good appear- 
ance. There were some good readers, but too many seem to 
think, that to be a good reader is to be able to read in a hurried 
rapid manner, A small class, four or five in number only, out of 
a school of sixty-two pupils, evinced by their ready and accurate 
answers, a very good acquaintance with Colburn’s Arithmetic.— 
A small class in Adams’s Arithmetic, exhibited a thorough 
knowledge of their Book, so far as they had gone init. Two 
classes, however, in Geography deserve particular notice. In 
their recitations a promptness and thorough knowledge of this 
subject were exhibited which are rarely met with in scholars of 
their age. 

The writing books, which to the credit of both teacher and 
scholars, had been carefully kept neat and clean, presented some 
fair specimens of penmanship. 

This school began June 3d, ended August 20th, continuing 


Weeks, 11 1-2 
Whole number of scholars attending school, 62° 
Average ‘4 “3 * | 43 
Wages per month, $7,00 
Amount of money received from Town Treasury, 34,00 


Amount received in board, 


Several of the citizens visited the public school, and also man- 
ifested their appreciation of Miss C, as a teacher, by e employing 
her to instruct a private school five weeks, 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Samuel Gilcreast, of 
this town. 
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Mr. G, is an experienced and thorough teacher, and succeeded 
as well as could reasonably be expected, considering the large 
size of the school, and the small size of the school-house. We 
do not believe that it is possible for any man to take charge in 
the winter season of so many scholars in so cold, small and ill- 
arranged a house, and do justice to them. As good order was 
observed, as well could be, in a crowded school-room, where a 
double change of seats must take place in order to accommodate 
every class that was called together to recite a lesson. 

Several classes, and several individuals of other classes ap- 
peared very wcll. We noted the classes in Colburn’s and 
Adams’s Aritemetic, and in Morse’s Geography, as giving evi- 
dence on examination of having a pretty thorough acquaintance 
with their text-books, so far as studied. 

This School began Nov. 4th, ended Jan. 16th, continuing 


Weeks, 10 3-4 
Whole number of scholars attending school, 76 
Average % % : ‘ 54 
Whole number of scholars in the district, 95 
Wages per month, 319,00 


Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, $69,64 


This is avery large district, both in regard to the extent of its 
territory, and the number of its scholars. It is said to contain 
within its limits, 74 legal voters, enough to constitute a respecta- 
ble town. The school-house, though small, is venerable for its 
age. Lifty-seven years ago this Spring, the frame of it was set 
up, and, we believe that the house was finished the same season. 
It is venerable for its age, and really does credit to the men who 
built it; for it was built by the fathers of the fathers of some of 
the rising generation, and is probably older than any of its con- 
temporaries. It has withstood the ravages of rude and reckless 
scholars, the wastes of time, the assaults of the elements, and 
even the fierce attack of fire itself. It has probably seen the 
number of its pupils increase three, if not four or five fold; for 
it has lived through more than five decades of years, and wituess- 
ed the increase of the county at large, from about three millions 
to twenty-three millions of souls. ‘The inhabitants of its own 
domain may not have increased in quite the same ratio, but the 
difference between the census returns of 1800, and 1850, would, 
no doubt, show that the population, within that period has more 
than doubled. But the old house has not been able to double its 
size, but retains the same dimensions, 24 feet, by 18, as when it 
was first erected. It should seem as though its long series of 
faithful past services, should be deemed satisfactory, and entitle 
it for the future, to an honorable discharge, or should at least 
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protect it from abuse. We blame not any one for loving and 
venerating this relic of other days, and we grieve to say, that it 
is now in a suffering condition, for one panel of the out-side 
door is broken out, and gone—that also one of the panels of 
the in-side door is dreadfully shattered, and that the sash and 
glass of the porch window, is utterly smashed out, and gone.— 


We ‘pity its mutilated state,’ and would earnestly recommend 
it to the early care and kind offices of its friends. 


DISTRICT NO: 9. (manter.) 


The Summer School in this District was taught by Miss Mary 
Adaline Gilcreast, of this town. 

This was Miss G’s first experience in school keeping, and she 
succeeded very well. This school is the smallest in town, and 
during this term, was of the greatest length. When first visited, 
there were but 20 scholars present and at the examination only 
15 scholars were there. Miss G. maintained good order, and 
gave correct instruction. Ofher pupils, every one was under 14 
years of age, two of them under four years of age, they had all 
made commendable improvement in reading and spelling. A class 
in Adams’s Arithmetic, and a class in Morse’s Geography appeared 
very well on examination. 

School began May 3d, ended Oct. 4, continuing weeks, 17 


Whole number of different scholars attending school 26 
Average ‘' a is uy 20 
Wages per month $5,600 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, 23,00 
Amount contributed in board, 25,50 


The Winter school was taught by Mr. 8. E. D. Currier of 
Methuen, Mass. 

This was Mr. C’s first school, but though inexperienced and 
young, he proved himself to be an accurate and efficient teacher. 
He had taken much pains to qualify himself for the employment 
of teaching, having attended for some length of time, Mr. Rus- 
sel’s Normal Institute, at Merrimack. He posseses a thorough 
knowledge of all the studies required to be taught in our com- 
mon schools, and a good faculty of communicating his ideas to 
others. He is not so easy and affable in his manners as is desir- 
able in a teacher, in order to gain the confidence and win the love 
of his scholars. ‘The school gave evidence of having been well 
trained in the elementary souuds of the language, and to have ac- 
quired a correct knowledge of them. Besides teaching them to 
utter the sound of every letter correctly, in its various combina- 

tions, he required his scholars to maintain an easy and erect po- 
sition of the body while reading, and to accommodate the book 
to the head rather than the head to the book. ‘The exercises in 
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reading were remarkably good. In spelling, particular pains were 
‘taken, not only to have the pupil use the right letters in a word, 
* but to give to each of them, its distinct and proper sound, and to 
the whole word, a forcible and correct pronunciation. 

The recitations of the classes in Geography, gave pleasing evi- 
dence, that the scholars had learned and understood rather than 
had gone over what they had studied. In Arithmetic also, the 
recitations of the several classes, furnished satisfactory evidence 
that the scholars had acquired an intelligent knowledge of first 
principles and skill to apply them. We think that Mr. Currier 
was fortunate in securing such a school for his first essay, and the 
district equally fortunate, in securing the services of so compe- 
tentand faithful a teacher. With a good house, a quiet and or- 
derly school, circumstances at present, in this district, promise 
very favorably to the interests of education. 


School began Dec. 2, ended Feb. 19, continuing weeks 111-2 


Whole number of different scholars attending school, 28 
Average 66 ‘sé Lad (74 66 ier 
Whole " mf ag in the district, 30 
Wages per month, $14,00 
Amount of money received from the Town Treasury, 46,75 
Amount contributed in board, 17,25 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


This is but a fraction of a district. In making the division of 
the old township of Londonderry, district No. 10, of the West 
Parish, was divided so that a part of it fell within the bounds of 
Derry and the other, but far less part, within the bounds of Lon- 
donderry. The school house is located in Derry, and all the in- 
habitants living within the limits of the old district, regardless of 
town lines, still continue to send their scholars to this house. 

No report of either the Summer or Winter school in this dis- 
trict, has as yet been received by your Committee. 

We would remind the inhabitants of this district, and of any 
other in town, which has not done so,that if they would se- 
cure the money to be drawn from the State on their scholars, we 


must be furnished with a statistical report that we may send to - 


the Secretary of State, at Concord, sometime in March, the num- 
ber which has attended school two weeks. 


DISTRICT NO, 11. (cozvry.) 


The Summer school in this district was taught by Miss Han- 
nah Jane Boyce, of this town. 
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e 29 
Mr. Pillsbury was the only member of the Committee that vis- 
ited this school, and nothing: more can he said about it, by us, than 
i 


_ what he has written. ! 1 a 
«This school is ee adel) of small scholars, and ap- 
pears to have been kept under pretty good subjection. It is 
_ quite backward and the scholars appear to have made but little 


Serofcigncy: 
This school began May 20, ended July 27, continuing weeks 10 
Whole number of different egies attending school, 37 
»,Arverage “ va . eA Pea BS 
spermonth, or Say ah, ee OsOn 
i ee mes hee of beaded # received from the town bebe “23500 
Amount contributed in board, —» | »» 15,00 
The Winter, School was taught, by Miss Elizabeth Gregg, of 
Manchester. 


Miss G. has had much experience in teaching, and possesses, in a 
high degfee, the qualities of a good teacher. She has a thor- 
ough and familiar acquaintance with her studies, and the ability 
to communicate her knowledge, so as to aid her scholars in the 
acquisition of learning. 
~ "his school is a difficult one to manage, and requires rigid, if 
not severe discipline to keep the scholars in proper order and 

subjection, Considerable improvement was made in. the several 
branches, pursued, and particularly was this the case, in spelling 
and reading. Asmall classin Adams’s Arithmetic, had made tol- 
erable progress in their knowledge of that book, so far as they 
had advanced. ‘Geography was studied only by a ‘small class, in 
‘Mitchell’s small work. There was a very good class in Col- 

__-burn’s Aritmetic. 
This School began Dec. 2d, ended February §th, continuing 


‘Weeks, ue 
Whole nutiber of different scholars attendmg BoHGoIy ae 
“Average “ 6 & 


Whole number in: the district, 
... Wages per month, 
Amount. of money received from the Town Treasury, 
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a REMARKS. ee 


: > Pi giCy 


We would begin our remarks.on the subject of School Hou, 


die 


8€8. ‘ 

In District No. 4, in place of the old house, which was so long 
a nuisance, a substantial, commodious brick house has been erect- 
ed, at an expense of some five hundred dollars. 

Districts No. 2 and 3, 7 and 8, would be all the better off for 
new houses. Those in 2 and 3, yet answer their. ends tolerably 
well, but those in 7 and 8, are not suitable places, insur judge- 
ment, for holding schools in, during the cold weather. | Perhaps 
the house in No. 7 is in the worst condition, while that in No. 8 
is the least suited to its use, being of smaller dimensions, we 
should think, and yet, having to seat, atleast, fw2zce as many schol- 
ars. Wecannot but feel that very much of the benefit to be de- 
rived bythe scholars in these districts, is lost from the want of 
proper, school-houses. 

“We would suggest to the inhabitants of those districts in which 

“unstitable houses are found, the consideration. whether they are 
really able to bear the expense of such houses. You may imagine 
that it is a saving of expense. But let us look at the matter can- 
didly, and see if itis really so. We will assume as the scale of 

variation in the ages of scholars in the public schools, from four 

“years to eighteen years. Is it not a fair estimate to reckon the 

| averag e value of the time, board, clothing, books, and school- 
money, of the scholars in each district, worth two dollars a week? 
If this estimate is two high, or too low, set the value at what you 
think these things are actually worth. We will take two dollars 


as the basis of estimation. In a district which averages in its” 


attendance, 25 scholars, the sum will amount to 50 dollars in one 
week, and to 590 dollars in ten weeks. In a district which ay- 
gfages, in its atiendance, 50 scholars, (in No. &, it was 48, sum 


> 
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é. 54, winter,) the sum will amount to 100 dollars in one 
week, and to 1000 dollars in ten weeks. Now suppose that the 
Pp er part of this money is wasted, and worse than wasted, as 
git sometimes is, for the want of a proper school house, can any 
ee. of our districts afford to sustain so heavy a loss, year after year? 
Is it not a “ penny wise, but a pound foolish” course? 

P There are now three substantial brick school-houses in town, 
and we sincerely hope that the number will be increased the pres- 
ent year. We would suggest to any who may build in future, 
and especially, should they build of such durable material as 

\ © brick or stone, the importance of making the house large enough — 
to accommodate the schools in a convenient manner. It will be 
very difficult to al‘er such a building, or to remove it, and when | a 
once erected, it will probably stand, and be used for school pur- 
» poses a long while to come. We would suggest, also, the pre» 
priety of having out-houses, for the accommodation of the wood, 


. and of the scholars. ‘ 
Wairine.—Bat little attention is paid to this branch of instruc- 
' tion, in several schools. It is not understood by the teacher ; 


pupils are not taught the simplest principles—the first elements, 
how to sit at the desk—how tohold pen and paper; nor what are 
‘ the elementary parts of letters. 


__ No particular portion of the day is devoted to giving instruction |, 


ad in this important part of a child’s education. 
It will be seen that we have estimated the price of board at 
ok $1,50 a week for the teachers of both the Summer and Winter 
Schools. We have thought that this would bea fair mean price; J 


. and we are glad to be able to report that several districts have 
rolonged their schools by contributing so much in board. 
It is feared that too many of the parents do not interest®them- 
selves enough in the schools to*know even what their own chit: 
dren are studying. ; . 
¢ * is not an easy ‘matter for the Superintending Committee of 
the Schools, whose visits are six or eight or ten, or even twelve 
weeks apart, to know what studies would be most benficial for 
differeut scholars to pursue. Nor indeed if they knew, does uw 
i . o ‘ 
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Ge oh ae Comittee would’ express? ‘ty as theit opinion thatin 
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